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Abstract 
The field of language teaching utilizes research studies precisely therefore language 
professionals feel urged to conduct research studies and share their findings with enthusiastic 
colleagues. Although actualizing this is highly appreciated among, it is also a quite 
demanding process which might be problematic due to inexperience in research studies and 
academic writing. Virtually little is known about such problems since there is very limited 
amount of research on research culture of ELT professionals worldwide and almost none in 
Turkey. Therefore, this study aims to investigate the research culture of English language 
professionals at the university level in Turkey which remains as an untouched study field. To 
enable this, a scale consisting of 40 five-point Likert scale items along with 9 ordering items 
on researching and academic writing was developed by the researchers of the present study. 
The scale was delivered to a total number of 159 participants either professionals or post 
graduate students at the ELT departments in 27 Turkish universities. The data were analysed 
by frequency and descriptive statistics, T-test, and ANOVA. The findings revealed 
researching and academic writing habits of ELT professionals and post-graduate students 
indicating the significant contribution of research skills course to their research skills in 
practice. The results also highlighted that constituting the methodology of the study, reporting 
its findings and discussing them were considered to be the most problematic aspects of 
conducting research studies. The conclusions will help both the professionals and the students 
at the department of ELT realize their weak points in research. Suggestions will offer views 
on how to promote the research culture in Turkey as well as in similar countries. The 
implications may lead to reassess the syllabus of Research Skills Course for both 
undergraduate and post-graduate courses at ELT department. 
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Introduction 
!  Research has an undeniable impact on language teaching. 

!  Language teachers and teacher trainers conduct research 
studies for their professional development. 

!  Little is known about ELT professionals’ aspirations and beliefs 
about research. 

!  Despite its importance, very limited publication about ELT 
professionals’ thought and beliefs about research. 

!  This study mainly investigates the research culture of ELT 
professionals who work at universities or who are studying at 
postgraduate programs in Turkey. 

Aims of the study 

!  This present study aims to investigate; 
"  the participants’ knowledge of writing a 

research report,  
"  the experiences of participants in research 

and writing a research report, and 
"  the participants’ choices of difficult parts of 

and academic paper. 

Literature Review 
!  “If we knew what we were doing it wouldn't be 

research” (Einstein). 
!  Research: “To see what everybody else has seen and to 

think what nobody else has thought” (Szent-Gyorgy). 
!  Research is a process which involves 

"  defining a problem, 
"  stating an objective, and 
"  formulating a hypothesis. 

!  It involves gathering information, classifying, analysis, 
and interpretation to see what extent the initial objective 
has been achieved. 

!  Researcher can be seen as a builder to make building 
stones out of stumbling blocks (Nunan,1992). 

Types of Research (Razı, 2010) 
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Organization of a research report in 
language teaching 

!  The title page (Mackey & Gass, 2005) 

!  Abstract (Best & Kahn, 2006).  
!  Literature review (Mackey & Gass, 2005; Nunan, 1992). 
!  Methodology 

"  Setting and participants 
"  Instrumentation 
"  Findings and Discussion 
"  Conclusion and Implications 

!  References 
!  Appendix 

Teachers as Researchers 
!  “The teacher is a person and research is a process and 

teacher takes on a process that is different from teaching [in 
this process]” (Freeman, 2008:6). 

!  Blurred roles of the teachers (Boles & Anderson,1996). 
!  The blurred frontier between being a researcher and a teacher, 

requires choosing one of them instead of maintaining two of 
them (Freeman, 2008). 

!  While researchers originate knowledge, teachers apply this 
knowledge in terms of education. (Freeman, 2008). 

!  Teachers’ uneasiness of collaboration and sharing their ideas 
with each other keeps them away from research. 

!  Reasons: “pressure of work, lack of motivation, or reward for 
professional development, natural difference, professional 
insecurity and so on” (Wallace, 1998: 208). 

Methodology  

Setting 

!  Conducted in 34 Turkish universities. 

Participants 

!  ELT professionals or ELT MA/PhD students 
in Turkey. 

!  A total of 159 participants  
!  103 females and 56 males 
!  84 staff and 75 students 
!  Ages vary from 21 to 68. 
!  49 BA, 77 MA, and 33 PhD holders. 

Instrument 
!  The questionnaire was developed by the 

researchers in three sections. 
"  Demographic questions: age, gender, degree, affiliation, 

research course background. 
"  Section 1: 15 questions on beliefs and thoughts about 

the process of research. 
"  Section 2: 24 questions on participants’ experience in 

research. 
"  Section 3: Difficulty of different parts of research paper. 

!  Semi-constructed 20-minute session interview at 
ÇOMU with 5 colleagues aimed to find out the 
difficulties and rewards while writing an academic 
paper. 

!  α = .939 over 39 items. 

Procedures of data collection 
!  Data was collected by questionnaire and 

interview. 
!  Questionnaires were posted to the heads of 

department in each university and they 
were distributed to participants. Having 
answered questionnaires, the head of each 
university sent them back. 

!  Posting: about a month.  
!  Interview: about 20 minutes for each 

participant. 
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Procedures of data analysis 

!  SPSS 15.0 data editor. 
!  Descriptive and Frequency Statistics 
!  ANOVA Post Hoc Scheffe Test, and 

Independent Sample T-test. 

Findings & Discussion 
!  Findings aim to find out participants’ 

"  knowledge of writing a research report, 
"  experiences in research and writing a 

research report, and 
"  perception of difficulty in different sections 

of a research report. 

I. Analysis of knowledge of writing 
a research report (1) 

!  Participants reported that they were aware of plagiarism.  
"  The impact of research methods course. 

!  However, there is a stark contrast in participants’ answers to different questions.  
"  They report it is not easy to write a research report, but they do not need any more 

experience in writing research reports. 

I. Analysis of knowledge of writing a 
research report (2) 

!  No significant gender differences  
!  No significant impact of taking Research Method Course   
!  ELT professionals who did not take course develop their 

research writing on their own by using other ways such as 
books, articles or seminars.  

I. Analysis of knowledge of writing a 
research report (3) 

!  Significant difference between staff and students’  
!  Participants who are taking part in teaching process actively, feel 

more confident and knowledgeable in terms of writing research paper. 
!  It is possible to claim that these participants expose to real world 

teaching and learning process and it enables them to think factors 
which affect teaching and learning process positively or negatively, 
reasons which cause failure in this process and solutions to this 
situations more critically, closely and objectively. 

I. Analysis of knowledge of writing a 
research report (4) 

!  Significant differences between the sets of BA-PhD (p <.005) 
and MA-PhD (p <.022). 

!  Participants holding PhD degree place higher rank in terms of 
knowledge of writing a research report than the others (MA 
and BA degree holders). 

!  Their training, experience in research make them feel that they 
are well-qualified to research and report their findings by 
writing a research report.  
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II. Analysis experience in academic research (1) 

!  Highest ranks: ELT professionals believe they are experienced in 
constructing the skeleton of a research by identifying the problem, writing 
its research questions and hypothesis and collection data. 

!  Lowest ranks: ELT professionals do no prefer longitudinal studies which 
are especially conducted with an individual or a small group of participants 
due to natural difference, pressure of work or lack of motivation for such a 
long process. 

II. Analysis experience in academic research (2) 

!  Significant difference between staff and students in terms of their 
experiences in writing a research report.  

!  Participants who take part in teaching process actively feel more 
experienced and in terms of academic research.  

!  No significant gender differences  
!  No significant impact of taking  

 Research Method Course 

II. Analysis experience in academic research (3) 

!  Significant differences between the sets of BA-PhD (p 
<.000) and MA-PhD (p <.002). 

!  It can possible that their training, motivation, and 
involvement in academic field provide them with 
opportunity to take an active role in academic 
research and in this way that they have enough 
experience to research and write a research paper. 

III.Analysis of choices of difficult parts 
of an academic paper (1) 

!  The most difficult part: discussion 
!  ELT professionals have some difficulties in compounding 

literature on the research topic and their results of study 
argumentatively in discussion part regardless age, 
gender, degrees, and received research methods course. 

III. Analysis of choices of difficult 
parts of an academic paper (2) 

!  Writing references is the easiest part in reporting a 
research paper. Secondly, all participants appoint 
abstract as another easy part invariably. In the third 
place, all participants, except for PhD degrees, score 
conclusion as the third easiest part.  

Analysis of interview (1)  
!  Interview questions: the average number annual 

research report, and the number of research papers 
they have published so far. 

!  Obstacles which prevent them from research.  
!  Encouragement/rewards for their research studies.  
!  Interview results show that no matter how much ELT 

professionals are eager to research and report it, 
there are some problems and obstacles which 
prevent them to research. 

!  Among them, their pressure of work, lack of 
motivation, professional insecurity and feeling forced 
to research appear in the first place. 
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Analysis of Interview (2) 
!  Research should not be done only for professional 

development, also for other educationalists’ benefit 
from different experiences and develop the quality of 
education in language teaching. 

!  ELT professionals also believe that doing research is 
not encouraged both physically and morally in 
academic field. 

!  If ELT professionals are encouraged sufficiently, the 
number of research reports will increase in academic 
field. 

Conclusion (1) 
!  Results show that there were significant differences between 

staff and students and also between PhD degrees and MA, BA 
degrees in terms of knowledge in reporting research and 
exposing to research. 

!  Results also show that ELT professionals in this study had 
enough knowledge to write a research report. Secondly, this 
study investigates the experiences of ELT professionals in 
writing a research report. 

!  At the same time, the results show that ELT professionals had 
experiences that constructs the skeleton of a research paper 
but they were lack of experiences in case studies or action 
research which take long time, long-running motivation.  

!  When this result is considered with interview answers, it is clear 
that ELT professionals’ overload work could cause that they 
stand far from case studies or action research. 

Conclusion (2) 
!  Furthermore, this study found out ELT professionals’ 

order of difficult parts in writing a research report.  

!  Results showed that ELT professionals experienced 
difficulty in discussion part of writing a research report 
and they thought that the easiest part of writing a 
research report is references.  

!  According to ELT professionals, it is difficult to combine 
literature review, results of the study, analyses and the 
research questions of the study each other in a research 
report.  

Suggestions (1) 
!  With the results, it is certain that even though ELT 

professionals named some basic parts of writing a 
research paper as difficult, and they even just a bit differ 
in difficult parts, they have enough knowledge and 
experience to write a research report.  

!  In that case, that is the question why there are not many 
studies about research in language teaching. The reasons 
were enlightened by the interview done with ELT 
professionals.  

!  They stated that if they were eager to research and report 
it, due to some reasons such as pressure of work, lack of 
motivation and time, feeling forced and professional 
insecurity they were getting far from research.  

Suggestions (2) 
!  Moreover, it was found that being encouraged and 

rewarded both physically and morally would affect 
ELT professionals positively to do research.  

!  In this respect, apart from developing and 
enriching the curriculum of research methods 
course, some training related to rewarding and 
encouraging research attempts should be given in 
institutions to all ELT professionals invariably.  

!  The other possible solution is to lessen the work 
load of ELT professionals and make them have 
enough time to feel the need of research and 
realize themselves. 
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