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The connection between language and culture has drawn for many years the attention of
researchers specifically who deal with applied linguistics. The issue becomes more
complicated for the case of English due to its varieties regarding World Englishes function.
Relevant studies dealt with which culture should be taught in English classes, specifically at
expanding circle settings. Despite the existence of contradictory findings, recently, developing
intercultural communicative competence rather than native-like competence is privileged
from the perspective of teaching ELF. Thus, by considering their vital role in the teaching
process, this study aimed to determine student teachers’ and teachers’ perceptions about
teaching culture in English at expanding circle settings. For this purpose, 40 senior students at
the department of English Language Teaching (ELT), Canakkale Onsekiz Mart University
(COMU) and 35 teachers of English from different regions of Turkey were surveyed. The
reason for dealing with COMU ELT seniors was related to the elective course of ‘Intercultural
Communication’ that the BA programme offered. An adapted version of Yilmaz’s (2006)
instrument was used to collect data about ‘demographic information’, ‘course content’,
‘teacher qualifications’ and ‘course books’. Semi-structured interview sessions were
administered to 14 teachers, representing each region of Turkey; and 4 teacher candidates
who were randomly chosen with reference to their GPAs. Gender homogeny was established
and they answered five questions on their perceptions about teaching culture in EFL setting.
The results highlight the necessity of a road map for better development of intercultural skills.
EFL teacher training departments should incorporate more courses in their curriculums. In

addition, Ministry of Education is also expected to provide in-service training regarding the



development of intercultural skills for those who are currently employed as EFL teachers.
This is believed to contribute to raising learners who can welcome cultural differences in
peaceful manner.
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STUDENT TEACHERS' AND
TEACHERS' PERCEPTIONS ABOUT
TEACHING CULTURE IN
LANGUAGE CLASSROOMS

LANGUAGE and CULTURE

Language:

» “a system of signs that is seen as having itself a cultural
value” (Kramsch, 1998, p. 3).

Culture:

» “a complex system of concepts, attitudes, values, beliefs,
conventions, behaviours, practices, rituals and lifestyles of the
people who make up a cultural group, as well as the artefacts they
produce and the institutions they create”.

(Liddicoat, Papademetre, Scarino, & Kohler, 2003, p. 45).

-
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Interculture in language teaching

» “develop learners as intercultural speakers or
mediators who are able to engage with
complexity and multiple identities and to
avoid the stereotyping which accompanies
perceiving someone through a single
identity”.

(Byram, Gribkova, & Starkey, 2002, p. 9)

» INTERCULTURAL SPEAKER

(Byram & Zarate,1994)
M
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STATUS OF ENGLISH

» Changes with the status of English language
over the past years.

o Lingua Franca status (Alptekin, 2002; Smith
1976).

= Intercultural communicative competence
rather than native like competence
(Alptekin, 2002).

-
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INTERCULTURAL AWARENESS

» “a conscious understanding of the role
culturally based forms, practices and frames
of reference can have in intercultural
communication, and an ability to put these
conceptions into practice in a flexible and
context specific manner in real time
communication”.

-

(Baker, 2011, p. 202)
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Recent citation INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATIVE

Kumaravadivelu (2015) in his COMPETENCE (ICC)

plenary speech at IAWE 2015

» the ability of successful communication with
people of other cultures.

» Referred to Kachru and discussed culturally
decontextualization: » Free from prejudices
> Not compatible with spread of English

» Two people from different cultures easily

o Linguacultural identification to global cultural )
9 9 communicate and understand each other.

identity
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CC COMPONENTS
RAM & ZARATE, 1994) INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION
» Intercultural attitudes (savoir étre) » Educational aims of intercultural
» Knowledge (savoirs) communication:
» Skills of interpreting and relating (savoir to encourage tolerance to unfamiliar,
comprendre) to promote positive attitudes towards
» Skills of discovery and interaction (savoir others, and
apprendre/faire) to reduce cultural biases.
Critical cultural awareness (savoir s'engager;
' ( gagen) (Prodromou, 1992)
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HISTORY OF TEACHING CULTURE HISTORY OF TEACHING CULTURE
» Before the Second World War - great works of » 1980s - culture’s role in language curriculum

literature, social institutions and historical events

grew (communicative approach) and using
(culture with a capital C). (grammar translation

target culture

method)

» After the Second World War (especially 1960s)- » 1990s - the idea of intercultural learning
anthropological view of culture (culture with a became widely recognized (Risager, 2007)
small o) (audiolingual method) » Poststructuralism - changes in language and

» 1970s - culture capsules, culture assimilators and teaching.

culture clusters were developed for teaching about

What culture does rather than What culture is
cultural differences in the USA
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HISTORY OF TEACHING CULTURE

» Culture teaching does not necessarily

mean ‘teaching the target culture’.

» By considering all existing cultures,

creating awareness about all of them.
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THE STUDY
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METHODOLOGY

» Method:
A qualitative and quantitative research design was
used in this study.

» Setting and Participants:

- 38 teachers from different regions of Turkey (9

male, 29 female.
38 senior students of ELT Department of Canakkale
Onsekiz Mart University (11 male, 27 female)
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THE PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

Main aim:
» Determine student teachers’ and teachers’

perceptions about teaching culture in

language classrooms.
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS

What are the student teachers’ and teachers’ perceptions
about teaching culture in language classrooms?

2. How aware student teachers and teachers of intercultural
communicative competence?
Does the curriculum include aims and objectives related
with culture teaching in language classrooms?

4. How do course books approach teaching culture?

a. Do they teach culture?

b. If yes, whose culture? Target, native, or intercultural
communicative competence?
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METHODOLOGY

» Instrument - Questionnaire:
> Adapted from Yilmaz (2006)
Constituted of questions regarding ‘course
content’, ‘characteristics of teachers’ and
‘course books’.
Administered in Turkish (original language)

- Explanations related to terminologies were
provided.

Teaching culture in language classes 18



METHODOLOGY

» Interview:

- 13 teachers from 7 di

Turkey and

Mart University

- Follow up interview sessions:

fferent regions of

4 student teachers from Canakkale Onsekiz
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FINDINGS
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COURSE CONTENT
( 14 joy G lang 3 kills bel Yo
Teachers' responses
Mean N D
language culture 2,65 38 937
listening 355 38 795
wnting 355 38 828
speaking 3.63 38 097
grammar 304 38 984
reading 418 38 651
vocabulary 423 38 J14
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COURSE CONTENT
2, What should be done 10 make language ses more effective
e
Mean N SD
Giving importance to 38
= 3.07 .881
grammar
i 38
Giving importanceto 1 o 250
language culture
Writing activities _— 38 -
should be done
ivi 38
Giving importance to o) -
reading activities
Listening activities 38
2 5 5
should be done 450 1506
® o 10 38
Vocabulary activities 455 554
should be done
Speaking activities 38
o 5
should be done Al @2
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COURSE CONTENT
jow often do you give language skills below in y
Studer rs' re s
Mean N SD
language culture 204 38 084
listening 323 38 1.050
writing 368 38 033
speaking 3,73 38 1.155
vocabulary 389 38 1007
reading 410 38 923
mmar 38
ey 436 ? 997
Teaching culture in language classes 22
e ~ YN
COURSE CONTEN
2. What should be done 1o make language ses more effective
Student te s’ re r
Mean N SD
Giving importanceto 4 38 -
grammar - e
Writing activities o 38 i
should be done -
Voeabulary activities |- 38 o
should be done . e
Giving importance to 418 38 025
reading activities . -
Giving importance to - 38 056
language culture -
Listening activities 4357 38 880
should be done " =
Speaking activities 38
.63 942
should be done 48 2
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TEACHER CHARACTERISTICS
. Does it matter teacher of English being from Turkey or another country?
25
20
15
10
5
0
Yes | No Yes No
Teachers Student teachers
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TEACHER CHARACTERISTICS

Vhich country do you pre

er your English teacher from?
Student teachers’ responses

M Britain WUSA
 countries English used as mother tongue M countries English used s official language
W Turkey many foreign country

W Turkey or another country
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TEACHER CHARACTERISTICS

3. Do you agree with the opinions below about English language te
Student teachers' responses

Mean iy SD

HivHer :

i Her mother language should CTR—
be English
He/She should have information s
about other cultures besides 357 1.106
Turkish or British culture
He/She can speak Turkish 3.63 )
He/She should have information -

about cultures of countries 384 1.000
English as a foreign language
He/She should have information

about cultures of countries 3.94 o 928
English as an official language

He'She should have information | ¢ B on
about Turkish culture

He/She should have information 5

about countries English as a 431 808

mother language
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TEACHER CHARACTERISTICS

2.Which country do you pre

h reacher from?

er your Eng

Teachers' responses

W Britain BUSA
 countries English used as mother tongue M countries English used as official language
HTurkey B any foreign country

i Turkey or another country
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TEACHER CHARACTERISTICS
[_ R

g @ opiniens below about Engl
esponses
Mean N D
His Her mother language should ) B
be English
He/She should have information -
about cultures of countries 342 1056
English as a foreign language
He/She can speak Turkish 347 ® 1a0s
He/She should have information s
about other cultures besides 3.55 1.005

Turkish or British culture

He/She should have information

about cultures of countries 3.60 973
English as an official language

He/She should have information

38
about countries English as a 4.8 766
mother language
i "
He/She should have information I,

about Turkish culture
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e with the opinions about Turkish English teachers?
Teachers' respons

Mean N SD
They teach English better than 58 38 5
foreign teachers
They inform us about cultures of 38
countries English as official 2,92 941
language
They inform us about cultures of 38
countries English as foreign 3.10 831
language
They inform us about cultures of i
countries English as mother 321 905
language
They teach by comparing Turkish oo 38 555
culture and other cultures
The)f understand us better than 4 38 023
foreign teachers
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TEACHER CHARACTERISTICS

e with the opinions about Turkish English teachers?

YOu &

Student tea s’ response

Mean N SD

They teach English bettr than 358 38 .
foreign teachers
They inform us about cultures of 38
countries English as foreign 297 = 1.052
language
They inform us about cultures of 38
countries English as official 3.05 1.012
language
They inform us about cultures of -
countries English as mother 326 1.031
language
They teach b; ing Turkish 38

ey teach by comparing Turkish 1 ¢ o
culture and other cultures
The)./ understand us better than 355 38 1107
foreign teachers
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TEACHER CHARACTERISTICS

5.D U agree with the opinions about teachers of English as their
mr'frv language?

Student t

Mean v SD
They understand the difficulties 5
related with language teaching 3.02 014
better than Turkish teachers
They teach English better than S5 38 &5
Turkish teachers
They inform us about other _— 38 .
cultures
They inform us about cultures of .
countries English as foreign 3.02 969
language
They inform us about cultures of -
countries English as official 402 o72
language
They teach by comparing British | 38 .
culture and other cultures
They inform us about cultures of
countries English as mother 439 754
language
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H;ACHER CHARACTERISTICS

& with the opinions about teachers of

you sh as their

mother language?

eachers' response

Mean i SD

They understand the difficulties 5
related with language teaching 215 945
better than Turkish teachers
They teach English better than It 38
Turkish teachers i S
They teach by comparing British ) 38 i
culture and other cultures
They inform us about other 38

347 1.058
cultures
They inform us about cultures of 5
countries English as foreign 3,52 h 1.006
language
They inform us about cultures of 5
countries English as official 3.60 ’ 916
language
They inform us about cultures of
countries English as mother 410 952
language
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IEALHER CHARAC TkRISTI(_S

ich type of teachers do you prefer if you can ¢t

W Turkish teachers good at English

M Teachers good at English and have
certificate
1 Teachers good at English but con't have
certificate
W Teachers English as their mother
language
M Teachers English as their mother
language but speak Turkish
B Teachers English as their mother
language and have certificate
W Teachers English as their mother
language and don't have certificate

Teaching culture in language classes 35

TEACHER CHARACTERISTICS

6. Which ty

&

P eachers do you prefer if you can ¢cho

Teachers' re

nses

W Turkish teachers good at English
mTeachers good at English and have
certificate

mTeachers good at English but con't
have certificate

I M Teachers English as their mother
language
M Teachers English as their mother
language but speak Turkish
‘ mTeachers English as their mother

language and have certificate

M Teachers English as their mother
language and don't have certificate
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COURSE BOOKS

. Do the

ymponents be

eachers' responses

w should take place in course books?

Mean N D
Cuh.\n'c in countries English as a 342 38 1.003
foreigi languaae
Cult"n-e in countries English as a 350 38 051
official laniguage
it i esiatieS ERgEasE »”
mother language besides Britain  3.73 828
and USA

) 38
Culture in Turkey 3,92 996
Culture in Britain and USA a5 ¥ g0
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COURSE BOOKS

€ COmp below should take place in course books
Mean N SD

(“ulmre in countries English as a 347 38 802
foreign language
Culture in countries English as a 38
mother language besides Britain 3.65 1.097
and USA
0‘}“.‘“ in countries English as a 378 38 063
official language

38
Culture in Turkey 4.00 958
Culture in Britain and USA 4,52 3 .687
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COURSE BOOKS

meritish culture

W American culture

W Other cultures English as a mother
language

W Other cultures English as 2 official
language

m Other cultures English as a foreign
language
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1%

hen you cons
you cc ¢

W British culture

W American culture

mOther cultures English as a mother
language

BOther cultures English as a official
language

W Other cultures English as a foreign
language

W Any culture
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INTERVIEW

Researcher: Do you think English course books
used at state schools should include cultural
subjects? If your answer is yes, do they include
them at an acceptable level?

Teacher 2: Yes, | do. The new curriculum
include cultural components but they are not

at an acceptable level.

& Teaching culture in language classes

INTERVIEW

Researcher: Do you think English Teaching Curriculum
should include cultural subjects? If your answer is yes,
which cultural components should be included and

related to which culture?

Teacher 1: In my opinion, Language learning is an

integrated process. So, cultural issues are very
important for ELT. Intercultural awareness raises the
personal motivation and guides the language learning.

Idioms, proverbs, non-verbal language, history of the

communication.

language and the culture etc. are essential for the
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INTERVIEW

Researcher: What if you prepared English Teaching

Curriculum, would you place cultural subjects? If

your answer is yes, how would you do that?

Teacher 3: Yes. | would try to compare countries in

cultural ways like clothes, special days, foods,

drinks, values, religion. I think comparing

countries would increase the interest and

discussion and help using the target language.

e
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INTERVIEW

Researcher: What if you wrote English course books,
would you place cultural subjects? If your answer is
yes, how would you do that?

Student 1: By using listening activities, | would
prepare course books supported with cultural
videos.

Student 2: 1 add a lot of activity into book to use
during lesson. There are lots of materials about the
topic ‘culture’. These can be cuisine, music,
movies, dances, behaviours, shortly we can say
products of that culture. In this way, lessons would
be most enjoyable.
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SAMPLES FROM COURSE BOOKS

6th graders

Students are provided
with a short, simple text
about predictable,
everyday matters such
as food and personal
opinions and breakfast
habits of different
cultures; i.e. Japan.
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» Both teachers and student teachers consider involving
language culture activities less than the others.

» Student teachers give more importance to language
culture than teachers do.

» Both teachers and student teachers mostly prefer
teachers from Britain and USA.

> Similar to Yilmaz (2006).
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SAMPLES FROM COURSE BOOKS

To get the students to be aware of the cultural diversity and the
different languages in the world.
3rd graders English course book

IN MY CITY MY HOUSE
My World My World
uuen“m-ur.@ﬂ Listen and number. (@) ()

D
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DISCUSSION
&
CONCLUSION
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v

Both of the research group consider that language
teachers have knowledge about native culture and
inner-circle culture.

Both group agree that Turkish English language

-

teachers understand learners better and they can
compare Turkish culture with other cultures.

v

Both group also consider that native English
language teachers can give information about their
culture and they can also compare English with

other cultures.
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» For both group, teachers who can speak Turkish is
the most favourite choice.
> Similar to Yilmaz (2006).

» Culture in Britain, USA and Turkey are most
favourable cultural subjects in course books for
both groups.

» The number of teachers and student teachers who
consider

» British and American cultures are the priorities.

Teaching culture in language classes
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CONCLUDING REMARKS

» Consensus among participants:
> Language classes and language books should
include cultural subjects.
- Desire to implement activities including cultural
components.
- Positive attitude about teaching culture in
language classes.
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