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!  What is plagiarism? 

!  Types of plagiarism 

!  Plagiarism detectors 

!  Available/Fashionable plagiarism detectors 

!  Strengths and weaknesses 

!  Institutional policy and cooperation 

!  Suggestions 

!  Effective strategies 

!  Practice on Turnitin 
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!  Not knowing how to paraphrase. 

!  Not knowing how to cite. 

!  Forgetting to use quotation marks. 

!  Trying to catch deadline. 

!  Boredom. 

!  Citing like paraphrases to reduce quotation ratio. 

!  Avoidance of  paraphrases since it is difficult. 

!  Mentioning the author would be enough to copy the sentence. 
!  Non-attendance to tutors  

!  Avoidance of  short paper submission and integration of  weak 
paraphrased expressions. 

!  Avoidance of  spoiling meaning in restructuring, only minor changes. 

!  Submitting a friend's assignment since she told him that she had not 

submitted it on Turnitin. 

!  Submitting the same assignment for two courses. 
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•  A tool which helps to detect. 

•  Do not directly detect plagiarism. 

•  Detects matches/similarities among 

texts. 
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•  Makes a digital fingerprint of  a document (Introna & 

Hayes, 2011). 

•  The fingerprint: a small and compact numerical 

representation of  the content of  the document. 

•  Uses this to compare documents against each other. 

•  Submit a similarity report to the user. 
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•  Shortcoming of  detectors: 

•  Students are aware of  them. 

•  They plagiarize more carefully (Brown et al., 2007). 

!  Experiments on Turnitin (Hayes & Introna, 2005): 

!  Replace a single word systematically at the right place: 

!  e.g. often every 7th and 14th word: 

!  May not detect plagiarism despite similarity in the rest. 
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!  Detectors cannot solve the problem on their own (Carroll, 2009). 

!  Need for a systematic approach (Meuschke & Gipp, 2013). 

!  Reliability of  similarity reports (Brown, Fallon, Lott, Matthews & 

Mintie, 2007). 

!  Variations in interpreting similarity reports (Hayes & Introna, 

2005). 

!  Accidental plagiarisers vs. intentional plagiarisers. 

!  Final responsibility to detect plagiarism belongs to the lecturer, not 

to a plagiarism detector (Ellis, 2012). 
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!  Turnitin:  

!  Not only a plagiarism detector (Dahl, 

2007). 

!  Helps learners throughout writing process: 

!  Submission of  several drafts. 

!  Peer review. 
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!  Peers may draw a student author’s attention to problematic aspects of  a 

paper that had been overlooked (Ruecker, 2010).  

!  A valuable experience both for authors and reviewers (Aghaee & 

Hansson, 2013)  

!  Greater benefit for the reviewer than the author (Lu & Law, 2012). 

!  Provide feedback throughout the term (Comer, 2009). 
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•  Its reliability questionable (Aghaee & Hansson, 2013). 

•  Students with limited abilities  

•  misleading each other due to their own deficiencies;  

•  leading to lack of  trust in their peers’ feedback (Paulus, 

1999; Rinehart & Chen, 2012; Rollinson, 2005; Ruecker, 

2010; Saito & Fujita, 2004). 
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•  Subsequent applications of  ZPD enable both asymmetrical and 

symmetrical considerations. 

•  Asymmetrical: feedback from an expert to a novice learner. 

•  Symmetrical: feedback between learners of  equal ability. 
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!  Online peer review eliminates the social constraint of  face-to-face feedback 

(Ho & Savignon, 2007). 

!  Very few studies. 

!  More effective and critical feedback can be provided in case of 

anonymity. 

!  Open peer review: Felt like giving feedback to a friend, avoid criticizing. 

!  Anonymous peer review: Felt like a teacher who gives feedback to a 

student. 
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!  More than a quarter of the students did not submit their 

assignments.	


!  Preferred not to submit a plagiarised paper as their efforts 
would be in vain.	
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            2010 report 
•  21 independent studies. 

•  Scientific basis of  their services by highlighting the results of  

research studies on pedagogy and practice in writing. 

•  The overall conclusions:  

•  teachers should integrate process writing, pay attention to 

originality, provide formative feedback, benefit from peer 

review, appreciate the contribution of  writing on learning in 

the content areas, and impose technology to enhance 

writing. 
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•  39 independently published studies on the 

impact of  Turnitin services. 

•  A consensus: 

•  Turnitin is an effective tool in the prevention 

and detection of  plagiarism. 

27 

            2012 report 
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•  Evidence on Turnitin’s educational gains: 

“by encouraging students to become more original writers, 

facilitating electronic submission and helping instructors 

reduce the amount of  time spent grading, while increasing 

the quality of  feedback they give and the level of  student 

engagement” (p. 9). 
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            2014 report 
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!  More than 15 thousand institutions 

!  More than 1.6 million instructors 

!  More than 26 million students 

!  Why are they important? 
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•  Plagiarism detectors check against their database. 

•  Turnitin database: 

•  Internet sources (present and past) 

•  Articles 

•  Books 

•  Student assignments 
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!  Criteria for academic integrity in higher education:	

!  Mendel University in Brno (Czech Republic)	

!  Canakkale Onsekiz Mart University (Turkey)	

!  Coventry University (UK)	

!  EuroScience (UK)	

!  Mykolas Romeris University (Lithuania)	

!  Nottingham Trent University (UK)	

!  Riga Technical University (Latvia)	

!  Slovak Centre of Scientific and Technical Information (SCSTI)	

!  Swansea University (UK) 	

!  UC Leuven Limburg (Netherlands)	

!  Universität Konstanz (Germany)	

!  University of Insubria (Italy)	

!  University of Nicosia (Cyprus)	

!  University of Maribor (Slovenia)	

!  University of Porto (Portugal)	

!  VU University Amsterdam (Netherlands)	
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!  Students might not feel that cheating on assignments is a serious 

problem (Brent & Atkinson, 2011). 

!  What is your position as the lecturer against plagiarism? 

!  Penalizing? 

!  Giving zero on the assignment? 

!  Failing the course? 

!  Suspension or expulsion? 

OR  

!  Enabling learning from their mistakes? 
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!  Howard (2007): 

!  Plagiarism is not necessarily a crime, benefit as a 

teaching strategy. 

!  Academic writing is a complex intellectual skill. 

!  Plagiarism is the first vital step  in the development of  

academic writing skills.  

!  ‘Patchwriting’ by Howard: in other words ‘weak 

paraphrasing skills’. 
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!  Awareness of  plagiarism. 

!  Teach how to benefit from digital feedback (Razı, 2014). 

!  Encourage resubmission rather than penalizing. 

!  Multiple submissions: 

!  Drop in plagiarism (1st - 2nd  assignments, Ledwith & Rsques, 2008). 

!  Peer review: Invaluable for author and reviewer (Aghaee & Hansson, 
2013). 

!  Multiple anonymous peer review:  

!  Students learn from their mistakes and correct. 

!  Contribution to decreasing plagiarism incidents. 

!  Integrate peers’ performance into scoring (see Razı, 2014). 
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Optimize benefits by (1) grouping students in accordance with their proficiency in writing and 
then matching each paper with multiple students from each proficiency group and (2) providing 
conference feedback by the lecturer throughout the semester. 
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!  Why peer feedback? 

!  Students may learn from each other (ZPD – Vygotsky, 1978). 

!  Why digital peer feedback? 

!  Eliminates social constraint of  face-to-face feedback (Ho & Savignon, 2007). 

!  Why anonymous peer feedback? 

!  Students were reluctant to highlight their friends’ errors (Liou & Peng, 2009). 

!  Why multiple peer feedback? 

!  Students with limited abilities mislead each other. 

!  Lack of  trust in peer-feedback (Paulus, 1999; Rinehart & Chen, 2012; 

Rollinson, 2005; Ruecker, 2010; Saito & Fujita, 2004). 

!  Providing asymmetrical and symmetrical feedback (Hanjani & Li, 2014). 
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(Razı, 2015b)	


!  Coopera2on'of'colleagues.'

!  Ins2tu2onal'policy'and'precau2ons.'

!  Encourage'the'use'of'plagiarism'detectors:'

!  the'par2cipa2on'of'each'lecturer'into'the'
database'brings'new'opportuni2es'to'detect'
student'plagiarism.'
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